
 
 

Dear Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit community, 
 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that.”  - Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

We are at a critical juncture in the young history of our school.  Each of us has a role to play in 
how we respond to the events of the past week.  We will not allow hate and division to permeate 
the core of our being. We will move forward with purpose and love.   
  
The events of March 4 were wrong, they were culturally inappropriate, insensitive, and 
immature. However, after a thorough investigation, we have determined that they were not 
racially motivated. 
 

Over the past several days, I have listened to feedback and suggestions from many members of 
our Cristo Rey family, including students, parents, teachers, staff, board members and donors. I 
am grateful for each of them and their interest in our students and school. 
 

As we move forward, our first priority is helping our community heal and grow from this 
situation. I am also guided by the stark reality that expulsion from school for any student, but 
particularly young men of color, can have a devastating impact on their future.  I affirm that we 
are a learning institution that has and will make a difference in the lives of the students 
entrusted to us, provided we are in relationship with them. 
 
I have decided that all of the students involved in the incident of March 4 will be invited back to 
Cristo Rey.  They will do community service and be required to actively participate in enhanced 
diversity and inclusion programming and also sensitivity training. Additionally, the entire Cristo 
Rey community will receive diversity and inclusion and sensitivity training.  We will also engage 
in community discussions to continue the healing process.  This will be an important part of the 
learning and healing process our community needs. 
 
I also recognize that we, members of the staff at Cristo Rey, need to do better in addressing 
issues of race and culture.  We will.  The plans regarding specifics are still in development and 
will include discussions with students, faculty, staff and parents facilitated by an outside expert. 
 
As our mission states, Cristo Rey is an exceptional learning community that educates young 
people to become men and women for and with others. In our short history, we have become 
known for preparing our students to reach their highest heights – regardless of zip code, race or 
religion. We will not be defined by last week’s incident. We will be defined by student 
achievement and our ability to learn from this incident and reconcile in love.  
  
I look forward to your participation. 
 
Bill Garrett 
President 
Cristo Rey Atlanta Jesuit High School 


